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0.1in.Comparative effectiveness or patient-centered outcomes
research (CERPCOR) has been defined by the Federal
Coordinating Council for CER as the conduct and synthesis of
research comparing the benefits and harms of different
interventions and strategies to prevent, diagnose, treat and
monitor health conditions in real world settings. The purpose
of CERPCOR is to improve health outcomes by developing and
disseminating evidence-based information to patients,
clinicians, and other decisionmakers, responding to their
expressed needs, about which interventions are most effective
for which patients under specific circumstances. The
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medical and assistive devices and technologies, diagnostic
tests, behavioral changes, and delivery system strategies.
CERPCOR designs may include clinical trials, observational
studies, secondary analyses of databases, systematic reviews
with or without meta-analyses, and cost-effectiveness analyses.
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is the
lead Federal agency charged with improving the quality,
safety, efficiency, and effectiveness of health care for all
Americans. As 1 of 12 agencies within the Department of Health
and Human Services, AHRQ supports health services research
to improve the quality of health...
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