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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Climate of Arizona: Read Before the American
Climatological Society at Lakewood, N. May 13th, 1896 An altitude of 5,000 feet does not deplete the wind
currents of their moisture, so that the valleys which are located between the mountain ranges are everywhere
well watered, both from the Atlantic Ocean and from the Great Lakes. There is, therefore, no region of the
Atlantic seaboard which is deficient in moisture, and there is on the contrary a marked humidity. All this vast
territory, including not only the Atlantic Coast, but also the Mississippi Valley where the conditions are virtually
the same, is subject to great alterations in temperature. Great heat in summer and excessive cold in winter are
the marked characteristics, with sudden changes in temperature and markedly humid atmosphere, in which
the sensible extremes are felt with a discomfort which is unknown in the arid regions. On the Pacific Coast are
entirely different, gigantic mountain system ranges between the Mississippi Valley and the ocean. Like the
corresponding system on the Atlantic Coast, its general trend is towards a central axis, the direction, however,
being from northwest to southeast. Generally speaking, this range has a high altitude, frequently more than
5,000 feet, and as high as 15,000 feet in every State and Territory. The ranges and spurs do not have a uniform
and parallel direction, but are cut up in every direction, making in reality a series of mountain ranges of
independent trend. Finally, the ascent is always abrupt and from the soft nature of the elements composing the
mountains, the streams have cut their way far below the level of the surface; hence the gigantic...
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