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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Descriptive Botany: A Practical Guide, to the
Classification of Plants, With a Popular Flora By the common practice of the schools, pupils oBen go through
the botanical text-books with only the most incidental attention to the real objects of study. As there is no
training in observation, there can be no attempt at the exercise of the reason and judgment of the learner upon
the results of observation. To attain this important end, botany must be studied in its actual objects. The
characters of plants must become familiarly known by the detailed and repeated examination and accurate
description of large numbers of plants. The pupil must proceed step by step in this preliminary work - digesting
his observations, and making the facts his own. From the beginning he will be engaged in comparing his
observations, and reasoning upon his facts. As he extends his knowledge, the work of comparison and grouping
calls for a higher exercise of thought. In the final classification of plants, problems of increasing complexity
arise. Plants are to be placed in groups subordinate to each other, when judged by masses of resemblances, by
likenesses, and diFi erences of unequal values, which involve the exercise of the best powers of the mind. That
the habit of systematic arrangement, in which the study of botanical classification aFords so admirable a
training, is equally valuable in methodizing all the results of thought, is testified to as a result of his own
experience by that eminent authority, Mr. John Stuart Mill. He was a regular field botanist, and cultivated the
subject with a view to its important mental advantages. In the second volume of his...
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