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Subject: Energy crops -- Asia. Excerpt: . . . nutrient limitation. At around 500 mm of water per year evenly
distributed in the growing season, this is usually the case. In parallel with the work on crop growth simulation
and with fundamental studies in photosynthesis, the International Geophysical Year of 1965 saw the first
integrated perspectives on how the entire biosphere interacts with the atmosphere and indirectly with the
oceans through the carbon dioxide ( CO ) cycle. This work also became more important as there was 2 growing
awareness of how changes in the greenhouse gases ( GHG ) levels in the atmosphere were likely to alter the
climate. The climate work of course is focused on the two most important GHG ( CO and water vapor ) and
their interaction with the biosphere with respect to the net flow 2 of carbon from the atmosphere to the plant
biomass and the stability of these processes with respect to maintaining the atmosphere in equilibrium. Climate
modeling increased the investment in this area significantly and the high priority of the topic led to the addition
of much more detailed mapping and the application of GIS to interpret the data. The energy crops of the future
are not yet known. There is a general concern that the use of food crops could conflict with the supply of food
and animal feed for the growing human population. It is also recognized that crops for energy may have to
meet more stringent sustainability criteria than existing food and feed crops. Obviously both the food and the
energy crop systems have to be sustainable. However, there is...
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