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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The lifting of the Iron Curtain in response to pressures for democratic
reform in the Eastern Bloc nations and the refusal of General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev to use the Red Army
to police countries of the Warsaw Pact have led to a radically changed international environment. Preceded by
over 40 years of peace and stability, unprecedented in the history of modern Europe, the Cold War ended in a
climate of upheaval and uncertainty. This volume addresses issues associated with the political and military
vacuum created by recent events and explores in depth a problem of military uncertainty: first strike stability.
Stephen J. Cimbala argues that war in a system undergoing rapid change, including reductions in forces and
political realignment, remains disturbingly possible due to the unforeseeable, inadvertent, and uncontrollable
uncertainties that plague decision making and military planning in Washington, Moscow, and other
international power centers, hence, first strike instability. This timely volume clarifies the kind of bargain
superpowers and their allies have made in regard to nuclear weapons and command systems. Cimbala
provides enhanced understandings of the concept and practice of nuclear deterrence and of first strike stability
in a post-Cold War world that can help direct arms control efforts toward those areas that are most important
to actual security. Broad aspects of the problem of first strike stability are set forth in the first chapter which
also anticipates some of the connections between political and military levels of analysis discussed in the
conclusion. Chapter two introduces the concepts of the state of nature and the state of war, explains how they
apply to the problem of first strike stability, and why the possibility of war, including...
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